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Completion Report for BSAS Scholarships and other awards 

Type of Award: Kenneth Blaxter travel award, £1500 

Your name and affiliation:  

Charity Muriuki 

The Roslin Institute& RD(S)VS 

University of Edinburgh 

Was any additional funding secured to support the activity?  

Yes, Birrel-Gray Travelling Scholarship, University of Edinburgh, £500 

Start and end dates of undertaking the funded activity: 12th Jan 2018-18th Jan 2018 

Lay summary of the award:  

[Briefly describe the objectives and how was it undertaken; what value you see this adding 

to your career?] 

(maximum 300 words) 

A seven-day visit to the Plant and Animal Genomes (PAG) Conference XXVI, 12th Jan 2018 to 

18th Jan 2018 in San Diego, California, USA; to attend and present part of my PhD work. An 

abstract titled ‘Transcriptomics of innate immune response in the domestic goat and a 

comparative analysis with sheep’ was accepted for both oral and poster presentation. This 

was an incredible opportunity to present my research work to an international animal 

genomics community and network with researchers from across the globe.  
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Benefits of the Award: 

[This is the main part of the report.  The three sections below should be a maximum of 750 
words in total.  You may focus on benefits to yourself, to the animal science community, or 
both – depending on the nature of the activity undertaken.] 

1. Are there any significant outcomes / follow up activities as a result of the activity you 

undertook? 

2. How have you personally benefitted from the award? 

3. Benefit of the award to the animal science community, academic and industrial: 

[e.g. new knowledge or skills, new contacts and collaborations] 

PAG is highly regarded and one of the largest animal genomics conferences in the world, 

attended by more than 3000 delegates. I was excited with the selection of my abstract for 

an oral presentation during the International Goat Genomics Consortium (IGGC) workshop, 

which provided the incredible opportunity to present my PhD research to an international 

animal genomics community and network with other researchers from across the globe. 

Throughout my PhD, it was my goal to present my work on an international platform, and 

the IGGC session at PAG had been top on my list. In addition, the poster presentation gave 

the added opportunity to meet and network with more researchers who missed the IGGC 

workshop session and who could potentially use the data from the goat gene expression 

atlas thereby broadening its reach and scope. As an African woman in science, I am 

cognisant that such opportunities are rare and therefore fully indebted to BSAS for the 

facilitation through the Kenneth Blaxter award to attend and present my research work to a 

global audience.  

Part of my PhD work involved generating a gene expression atlas of the domestic goat from 

a subset of tissue and cell-types. This work is novel in the field of goat genomics, and 

provides a very valuable resource to the ruminant research and functional annotation of 

animal genomes (FAANG) community, for use in genome annotation and giving better 

insight to gene function for production traits and disease resilience. The data was loaded 

into BioSamples and submitted to the European Nucleotide Archive (ENA) making it 

available for use by other researchers and benefitting the wider animal science industry. 

Evidently, the European Bioinformatics Institute (EMBL-EBI) has since used this data and 

presented the first annotation of the goat genome based on the ARS1 assembly on the 

widely used Ensembl genome browser (Ensembl Release 92). 

Overall, this trip allowed me to make new international contacts and opportunity for future 

research collaborations. 



Do you have any other observations, including recommendations to the BSAS awards 

panel to enhance the process or make application easier? 

I would like to thank BSAS for this award. The application process is straightforward and 

easy to follow and I would encourage more students to apply for similar awards. 

 

 

Thank you for completing this report form.  Your feedback is very valuable to the Society. 

 


