
 

The British Society of Animal Science (BSAS) announces the winners of its first ever  

Undergraduate Thesis of the Year Award 2020 

The British Society of Animal Science (BSAS) is pleased to announce the winners of its first ever 

‘Undergraduate Thesis of the Year Award’.  Launched in June 2020, this award acknowledges the 

best of undergraduate research, and aims to demonstrate the quality of animal science students and 

their work, globally, to both academic and industry audiences.  

The winning dissertation was by Phoebe Abrahams of Leeds University Faculty of Biological Sciences, 

on health and welfare implications associated with the neutering of free-roaming dogs.  The panel 

felt that this dissertation exemplified excellence in all aspects: the quality of the science, the writing, 

and the potential applications for the enhancement of animal welfare.  As the winner, Phoebe will 

get the opportunity to present at the BSAS Annual Conference 2021, have her abstract printed in the 

conference proceedings and receive a complimentary conference ticket to the event.  

Phoebe Abrahams ‘I’m very grateful for the unanimous vote of the committee in recognising my 

hard work, which I thoroughly enjoyed. It has given me huge amount of confidence as I start my 

journey to becoming a vet’ 

 

 

 

 



Second place was awarded to Daniela Amiouny of Aberystwyth University, for her study of 

environmental influences on sleep and learning in horses.  Third place then went to Florance Galliers 

of the University of Nottingham, for her work on enhancing mealworms as a feed ingredient for pig 

and poultry diets.  

All entries to the awards will be listed on the BSAS website and the top 12 entries will be 

summarised for publication in the new BSAS animal bytes series ‘fledgling bytes.’ 

The 26 theses that were submitted, were whittled down to a long-list of 12, which were then 

marked against the criteria: 

• Quality of Writing and Presentation 

• Quality of Science and Methodologies 

• Originality and/or Industry Application 

• Critical Analysis of the Topic and Results  

These marks plus panel discussion, produced a short list of three.  Further examination and 

discussion of these then yielded a winner, plus second and third.  

‘The panel was very impressed by the strength and depth in undergraduate animal science research 

as exemplified by the high quality and broad range of topics, species and research approaches 

among the submitted dissertations.  All the submitted theses were excellent and so of course it was 

not a straightforward task to choose between them, but the panel was unanimous in their long-list, 

short-list and then in selecting the winning submission.  

It was particularly pleasing to see desk-based research dissertations including a meta-analysis.  That 

such work can be carried out by undergraduates to this high standard is pleasingly relevant in the 

current pandemic, when more students may find they are less able to carry out field, farm, or 

laboratory practical research.   

The panel congratulates the winners and wishes to thank all the entrants for their interest in this 

competition and commend them for the quality of their work.’ Dr. Anne Stevenson, Harper Adams 

University. 

The British Society of Animal Science will shortly be announcing the details of the ‘Undergraduate 

Thesis of The Year Award 2021’, so do keep an eye on the BSAS website and social media channels.  


