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Early Career

Awards are open to those currently in the early 
stages of their career (postgraduate student or 
within three years of graduating with a PhD, or 
working in commerce or industry with an equivalent 
level of experience without necessarily having a 
PhD).

Some awards are only open to BSAS members. If 
you are not a member of BSAS please check the 
application criteria before you apply.

Click here to join BSAS and to access a wide range 
of member benefits including conference and 
event discounts, member tool-box, accreditation, 
training and support. Find out more about our 
early career forum accessible only to BSAS 
members. 

Restrictions

BSAS 
Membership



BSAS believe that those in their early career have a valuable role in shaping the 
future of animal science within our society and related associations to ensure that 
we meet future needs on a global platform

We look forward to receiving your award application and to working with you to 
develop and grow our vibrant early career community

Join BSAS and our early careers forum and help shape tomorrow's 
animal science bsas.org.uk/early-career

Contribution

Early Career Community:-

• Vibrant early careers community which attracts a
steady flow of graduate and postgraduate talent
that contribute to shaping and advancing animal
science globally

• Forum for discussion and sharing ideas
• Buddy and Mentor Schemes to support mental

health, learning and development

Working together:-

• Promoting communication and key interactions
between academia and industry

• Bridging the gap between recruiters and job
seekers

• Supporting career development

Meeting the changing needs of the animal science 
environment, globally:-

• Webinars
• Developing talent career days
• On-line training opportunities
• Global sharing
• Access to bursaries and awards

Interaction

Global 
Platform



Kevin Shingfield Award
sponsored by 

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-Introduction
The Kevin Shingfield Award is aimed at providing opportunities for under and post-
graduates who excel in conducting scientifically excellent research to attend the annual 
BSAS Conference.  This year (20/21) the award is sponsored by the Knowledge Transfer Network.

Who was Kevin Shingfield?
A major part of Kevin’s work was training the next generation of students to work in our sector 
whether at science, industry, education or policy fronts.  Kevin instilled the key principles of 
conducting scientifically excellent research, which is relevant to big challenges in our society, to 
his many students. Through this award we aim to honour those principles and Kevin’s passion for 
animal science, his drive to improve the lives of animals. Kevin, who was Professor of Nutritional 
Physiology at Aberystwyth University, passed away suddenly at the age of 48 in September 2016.

Competition
The Kevin Shingfield award offers under-grads or post-grads, specialising in livestock or 
aquaculture, funding to attend the BSAS Annual Conference from 13th – 15th April 2021.
The winning student would be expected to produce a short review article on a theme or topic 
of their choice from the conference, with particular reference to either livestock and/or 
aquaculture. 

Review of competition entries
Applications to the Kevin Shingfield award will be assessed based on the application form. In 
making its decision, the selection panel will consider the relevance of the applicants work and 
the extent to which they will benefit from attending the BSAS conference in general and 
specifically in producing the review article.

Reporting requirements
The award holder will be required to submit a short review article (by 9th July 2021), to both KTN 
and BSAS following their attendance at BSAS 2021,  which focuses on a theme or topic of their 
choice from the conference, relating to livestock and/or aquaculture and addressing big 
challenges in our society or that are being faced by industry. The review article will be publicised 
on the BSAS and KTN websites.

Questions?
If you have any queries, please contact awards@bsas.org.uk

What is the prize?
The award, worth up to £1,000, to cover attendance and accommodation for the duration of the 
2021 BSAS annual conference. It will also include one year’s BSAS membership.

How do I apply?
The award is open to applicants from all branches of animal science who are in the 
early stages of their career. Applications are accepted from both BSAS members and non-
members. Please complete the on-line application form and return by the application 
deadline.

Application deadline
31st January 2021

Award: 
Student 
attendance at 
BSAS Annual 
Conference 

Application 
Deadline: 
31st January 
2021

Link to: 
Application 
Form



Sir Kenneth Blaxter Award

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-

Introduction
The Sir Kenneth Blaxter award is an annual scholarship aimed at providing opportunities to 
enhance skills and experiences. The Award is open to those in the early stages of their career 
from all branches of animal science. Any reasonable proposal within the scope of the scheme will 
be considered.   

Who was Kenneth Blaxter?
Sir Kenneth Blaxter was a key researcher in the fields of animal and human nutrition and animal 
husbandry.  He studied at Reading, where he wrote his PhD thesis, 'The maintenance of the 
winter milk supply in wartime'.  As head of the nutrition department at the Hannah Dairy 
Research Institute in Ayr, Scotland, he wrote over 200 papers focusing on energy metabolism 
and feed usage by ruminants.  He also looked at nutritional diseases and magnesium deficiency 
in calves, the effect of temperature and other environmental effects on sheep, and ruminant 
digestion and feed intake.  Sir Kenneth finished his career as director of the Rowett Research 
Institute in Aberdeen, where his research studies expanded to include deer farming, llamas, 
human nutrition, feed evaluation, environmental stress and animal calorimetry.

Competition
A project, study tour or meeting attendance. The award may be used for travel to conferences 
but in this case the awards panel will seek evidence of added value such as giving a presentation 
or poster and particularity where funding is used to visit establishments or engage with other 
scientists.  

Review of competition entries
Applications to the Kenneth Blaxter Award will be assessed based on the application form. In 
making its decision, the selection panel will consider the relevance of the applicants work and 
the extent to which they will benefit from receiving the award and that the application fits with 
the scope of the Award to enhance skills and experience.

Reporting requirements
The project/study tour/meeting attendance must be completed within 12 months of the closing 
date of the Award.  Successful candidates will be asked to prepare a report of their award, which 
will be published, on the BSAS website. Following completion of the scholarship, recipients of 
the award are expected to (i) attend and present the outputs from the award at the BSAS annual 
conference student day (funding may be available for this) and (ii) submit a short report / poster 
which will be uploaded to the society’s website.

Questions?
If you have any queries, please contact awards@bsas.org.uk

What is the prize?
Worth up to £1500, based on the quality and type of application, the scholarship can be used for 
travel in the UK or overseas, or for a specified overseas study tour.  

How do I apply?
Open to applicants from all branches of animal science who are in the early years of their career. 
Applications will only be accepted from BSAS members who have been a member of the society 
for a minimum of 6 months. Please complete the on-line application form and return by the 
application deadline.

Application deadline
31st January

Award: 
Enhancing 
early career 
skills and 
experience

Application 
Deadline: 
31st January 

Link to: 
Application 
Form



Christopher Wathes 
Travel Bursary

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-

Introduction
This Award has been established to honour the contributions which Professor Christopher 
Wathes OBE made to animal science, in particular through improving the welfare of farmed 
livestock. The awards are intended to help members of BSAS to attend scientific meetings and 
workshops in the UK or overseas who might not otherwise be able to go through lack of financial 
support. The award is targeted at early career scientists.

Who was Christopher Wathes?
Christopher was an outstanding and uncompromising scientist who acted on evidence and always 
challenged ill-informed opinions. He was also strongly supportive in developing the careers of his 
younger colleagues. His career began with a degree in physics followed by a PhD in 
environmental physics. In 1980 he became a lecturer in animal husbandry at the University of 
Bristol. Here his interest in the impact of housing design on farm animals led him to develop 
expertise in the field of animal welfare including the use of preference testing. In 1990 he moved 
to Silsoe Research Institute to head their bioengineering division, where he was at the forefront 
of the newly emerging field of precision livestock farming....read more

Competition
The award must be used for travel, accommodation and/or registration to attend a meeting or 
educational workshop. The value of each award will be determined by the distance traveled by 
the applicant from their place of residence to the location of the meeting and will provide no 
more than 70% of the total cost of attendance. This award specifically supports studies involving 
animal welfare, precision livestock farming, design of animal housing or ethical considerations 
relating to the use of animals. In a brief summary, describe how your work meets the scope of 
this award focusing on the originality/novelty of the scientific advances or development in 
knowledge and potential benefit to animal welfare. The maximum amount awarded will be up to 
£750 for travel within the UK and up to £1000 for travel overseas.

Review of competition entries
Applications to the Christopher Wathes award will be assessed based on the application form. In 
making its decision, the selection panel will consider the relevance of the applicants work and 
the extent to which they will benefit from attending the educational workshop or meeting.

Reporting requirements
The award holder will be required to submit a short report to BSAS following their attendance at 
the educational workshop or meeting, which focuses on the benefit in knowledge and skills 
gained from winning the award.

Questions?
If you have any queries, please contact awards@bsas.org.uk

What is the prize?
The maximum amount awarded will be up to £750 for travel within the UK and up to £1000 for 
travel overseas.

How do I apply?
The award is open to applicants from all branches of animal science who are in the early 
stages of their careers. Applications are accepted from BSAS members only. Please 
complete the on-line application form and return by the application deadline.

Application deadline
30th June

Award::  
Early career 
attendance at 
conference or 
workshop

Application 
deadline: 
30th June

Link to: 
Application 
Form



Steve Bishop 
Short Research/Training Award
sponsored by 

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-
Introduction
This scholarship is aimed at those in the early part of their career as an animal scientist 
(postgraduate student or within two years of graduating with a PhD, or those working in 
commerce or industry with an equivalent level of experience without necessarily having a PhD).

Who was Steve Bishop?
A world-renowned scientist, Professor Bishop made an outstanding contribution to the 
understanding of the impact of genetics on infectious diseases in farm animals. After he 
obtained a degree in agricultural science from the Lincoln College at the University of 
Canterbury, New Zealand, in 1981, he studied for a PhD in genetics at the University of 
Edinburgh. After periods working at the Technical University of Munich and for the Livestock 
Improvement Corporation of the New Zealand Dairy Board, he took up a position at the Roslin 
Institute in 1988, where he built up a major research group with an international reputation. 
His primary research interests revolved around the genetic control of resistance to infectious 
disease in livestock, studyingimpacts from the gene to the population. Steve’s work had a 
major influence worldwide on how animal scientists and farmers approach breeding for 
nematode and infective disease resistance. Steve was a member of BSAS from 1993 to 2015.

Competition
The award is for specific short research programmes and/or training opportunities in the UK, or 
overseas, with a new academic or industrial partner. The overall aim is to help support and 
develop a new partnership rather than a piece of work with a current partner or current 
organisation. It some circumstances it may also be used to part-fund projects. Funds can be 
used in any relevant animal science sector.

Review of competition entries
Applications to the Steve Bishop Award will be assessed based on the application form. In 
making its decision, the selection panel will consider the relevance of the applicants work and 
the extent to which they will benefit from attending the educational workshop or meeting.

Reporting requirements
The successful fellow will be required to present their outcomes of the award at the next 
annual conference of the society (and the associated early-careers day), including submission 
of abstract (conference fees will be covered and travel and subsistence of no more than £200).

Questions?
If you have any queries, please contact awards@bsas.org.uk

What is the prize?
Worth up to £5,000 the funding available is dependent upon the length of the visit.  Applicants 
may request:
up to of £2,000 for projects up to 6 weeks; up to of £3,000 for projects up to 3 months;
up to of £5,000 for projects up to 6 months

How do I apply?
The award is open to applicants,  in the early stages of their career, from all branches 
of animal science. Applications are accepted from both BSAS members and non-members. 
Please complete the on-line application form and return by the application deadline.

Application deadline
30th June

Award:        
Early career 
short research 
or training

Application 
deadline:    
30th June

Link to: 
Application 
Form



Murray Black Award

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-
Introduction
The Murray Black Award is an annual scholarship aimed at providing opportunities for early-
career members of BSAS to enhance their skills and experiences.

Who was Murray Black?
Throughout his career, Murray was instrumental in implementing innovative changes that are 
now standard practice, including forward creep grazing, developments in sheep housing, and 
improvements to sheep breeds. Along with fellow scientists Bob Thomas, his major achievement 
was in relation to clean grazing as a major solution to the parasitic cycle of intestinal parasites in 
sheep.  In 1964, Murray moved to the Agricultural Institute in Dublin to manage their R&D 
farms, before coming to the Edinburgh School of Agriculture in 1970 as farms director, serving 
both the University of Edinburgh and the Scottish Agricultural College. In this role, he was 
involved in modernising and making the large farm's estate profitable. He was also an influential 
member of the Farm Animal Welfare Council. As well as being president of BSAS, Murray was 
awarded an MBE in 1996 for services in agriculture and education, and was made a fellow of the 
Royal Agricultural Society in 1996.

Competition
Open to post-graduates and those in the early stages of their career, the award focuses on 
helping early-career scientists carry out research or specific short programmes that add value to 
their existing PhD or Masters programmes. Potential recipients can apply for funding to travel to 
work away from their base. The award is open to all branches of animal science, and 
applications that cover the role of domestic and wild animals in enhancing and maintaining the 
rural environment are particularly welcome.

Review of competition entries
Applications to the Murray Black award will be assessed based on the application form. In 
making its decision, the selection panel will consider the relevance of the applicants work and 
the extent to which they will benefit from receiving the award.

Reporting requirements
The project/study tour/meeting attendance must be completed within 12 months of the closing 
date of the Award.  Successful candidates will be asked to prepare a report of their award, which 
will be published on the BSAS website. Following completion of the scholarship, recipients of the 
award are expected to (i) attend and present the outputs from the award at the BSAS annual 
conference student day (funding may be available for this) and (ii) submit a short report / poster 
which will be uploaded to the society’s website.

Questions?
If you have any queries, please contact awards@bsas.org.uk

What is the prize?
The award, up to £1500, based on the quality and type of application.

How do I apply?
The Murray is open to applicants from all branches of animal science who are in the early years 
of their career. Applications only accepted from BSAS members whom have been a member of 
the society for a minimum of 6 months. Please complete the on-line application form and return 
by the application deadline.

Application deadline
31st October

Award: 
Enhancing 
early career 
skills and 
experience

Application 
Deadline:: 
31st October 

Link to: 
Application 
Form



Mike Steele Emerging 
Countries Scholarship

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-
Introduction
Set up to honour Mike Steele's contribution to BSAS and Animal Science this is an annual 
scholarship aimed at providing opportunities for early-career scientists from emerging countries 
to travel to the UK to attend and present at the BSAS annual conference.

Who is Mike Steele?
Mike joined BSAS in 1989, first as assistant secretary and then as secretary, before eventually 
becoming the society's Chief Executive. During that time, Mike was instrumental in leading the 
society as it worked to develop animal science and welfare in the UK and overseas. Mike also 
worked tirelessly to support young scientists, ensuring the future of animal science is in strong 
hands. Former BSAS President Liam Sinclair, said the award was a way of marking Mike’s 
outstanding service to the society and to the people who work in animal science. “Supporting 
students and especially those in developing countries has always been a subject close to Mike’s 
heart.”

Competition
Open to applicants from emerging and developing countries in the early stages of their career, 
the award focuses on supporting these animal scientists to travel to the UK to attend and 
present at the BSAS annual conference. Applications also support international collaborations 
and visits to UK institutions to enhance skills and experiences or add value to the applicant's 
existing work are particularly welcomed. The award is open to all branches of animal science.

Review of competition entries
Applications to the Mike Steele award will be assessed based on the application form. In making 
its decision, the selection panel will consider the relevance of the applicants work and the extent 
to which they will benefit from presenting a the BSAS conference, collaborations and visits to UK 
institutions.

Reporting requirements
The award holder will be required to submit a short report to BSAS, within 3 months of their 
attendance and presentation at the BSAS conference, which focuses on the benefit in knowledge 
and skills gained from winning the award.

Questions?
If you have any queries, please contact awards@bsas.org.uk

What is the prize?
The award is up to £1,500, based on the quality and type of application. 

How do I apply?
The Mike Steele award is open to applicants from emerging and developing countries in 
all branches of animal science who are in the early years of their career. Please complete 
the on-line application form and return by the application deadline.

Application deadline
31st October

Award:    
Early Career 
Scientist - 
Emerging 
Countries

Application 
Deadline: 
31st October

Link to: 
Application 
Form



Application Requirements

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-
Application

• Application process requires submission of completed on-line application form and
uploaded CV

• Applicants should attach letters of support from their current place of employment/
study and, as appropriate host organisation

• Award not to form part of core funding for an MSc or PhD studentship

• Make up any unplanned funding shortfalls associated to any existing main projects

• Monies not to be used for funding capital equipment

• Funding must not be used to cover applicant or host organisation salary costs

General

• If applications fail to reach desired quality then the selection committee may choose not to
award

• Applicants may only apply for one award with the same project/proposal

• Telephone interviews may be required to separate candidates

• A report of activities connected to the award / award outcome is required to be submitted
within 3 months of the award completion. The report will be reviewed to ensure activities
were within the scope of the award.

• BSAS must be acknowledged in all presentations and publications

• Award report and or article will be published on the BSAS website and other linked

Payment

• Full monies paid on successful completion of the report and on submission of valid receipts

• Receipts must not have been submitted elsewhere

Application
Content

General 

Payment



Judging Applications

Reciprocal membership discount for organisation:-

Judging

The BSAS Awards Committee will consider applications, after the application deadline and 
thereafter applicants will be notified of their decision within 6 weeks.  

Feedback on an individual candidate’s application provided on request of the individual. 
However, general information on the numbers of applicants and success rate of applications and 
the names of the successful applicants may be made available in BSAS newsletters/website. 

All information provided in the application will be treated as confidential. It will only be used by, 
and made available to, the committee assessing the Scholarships in accordance with Data 
Protection.

Applications will be judged on the criteria set out below, using the information provided by the 
applicant on the scholarship application form together with the information contained in the 
supporting documentation (CV). The referee named in the application may be contacted to help 
with the judging process. 

Each application is judged on its own merits and how it meets the requirements of the Award.

The criteria used will include: -

• Originality & Innovation - Assessing how original and innovative the application is. The
expected advances in knowledge to arise from the award (scientific merit, benefit to the
animal science industry, likelihood of success in the case of short research programme).

• Applicant Benefit - The likely benefits to the individuals in terms of career progression.

• Value for money - Including (i) are the costings/timetable sensible given the application
(ii) is the applicant “adding value” to the application (e.g. undertaking a visit to a relevant
local research group before/after a conference).

• Application Quality - Quality and presentation of the overall application, qualifications
and individual merits of candidate

Candidates will be scored out of 5 (1 poor, 5 excellent) in each of these 4 categories and the 
scores of the judging group collated. Applicants must score a minimum of 12 (out of 20) to be 
short-listed for an award. The judging group may give an award to multiple candidates, funds 
permitting. The amounts awarded to candidates may not be the full amounts requested. In the 
case of a potential conflict of the interest for a member of the judging group (e.g. academic 
supervisor of a candidate), their votes will be discarded. 

Any application that fails to meet the criteria of the award as set out in this document will not be 
considered.

Judging

Criteria 

Points



www.bsas.org.uk

For more information on BSAS Awards please visit bsas.org.uk/awards

If you would like to sponsor a BSAS Award please get in 
touch: awards@bsas.org.uk
British Society of Animal Science
Email: bsas@bsas.org.uk      Tel: +44 (0) 1787 221 026 Peershaws, Berewyk Hall 
Court, White Colne, Essex, CO6 2QB, UK

BSAS Early Careers 
Awards Calendar
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